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(L,R) 3 Black Vegan Girls — Andrea Monique Peaten, Shundra Allison and Sharlene
Emmanuel – will host a vegan-centered festival this Saturday from 9-1 p.m. on the Deuces

3 Black Vegan Girls
host Natural Fest
on the Deuces
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer
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Women’s
Empowerment Expo

ST. PETERSBURG – Sharlene Emmanuel, Shundra Allison and Andrea Monique
Peaten are known for being
three-quarters of the On the
Beat - St. Pete social media production company. Now the
multi-talented change-makers
have formed “3 Black Vegan
Girls” to raise awareness about
another mutual concern: healthier eating lifestyles in the black
community.
This Saturday, Sept. 28, the
healthy lifestyle activists are
bringing their passion and com-

mitment – along with several
natural health food and beauty
product vendors — to the community.
The inaugural 3 Black Vegan
Girls Natural Fest will take place
on the Deuces from 9-1 p.m. on
the corner of 22nd Street and
Ninth Avenue South.
While the term “vegan” technically refers to a diet that includes no meat or meat products
– including eggs or any dairy –
3 Black Vegan Girls describes
the women’s progressive journey along a pathway to a healthier diet and lifestyle.
Sharlene Emmanuel, a nurse
who works for the Health De-

partment, said the desire to attain a higher level of overall
health inspired her to look towards veganism.
“People looking to veganism
for different reasons; for me, it
was health reasons,” stated 39year-old Emmanuel. “I’m getting
older, and I want to take better
control of what I put into my
body.”
Emmanuel has experienced
a marked improvement of the
symptoms she suffered in the
past from GERD (Gastroesophageal reflux disease) since
going vegan — which has
See FEST, page 9
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Using her platform

Operation Young Boss Academy teaches
entrepreneurial skills
BY KARIN DAVISTHOMPSON
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Staff Writer

CLEARWATER — When
Leslie Coley founded the Operation Young Boss Academy,
she hoped to change the lives
of young girls to dream big
and think outside the box.
While the organization has
been successful at doing just
that, Coley said she had no
idea just how much of an impact the academy would make.
The academy’s mission is
to provide girls ages 10-16 with
the tools to inspire self-sufficiency that can combat
poverty, giving them a hand up
and the inspiration to think
big. Coley uses the beauty industry to show the girls how
they can make a lasting career,
and if they desire, become
their own boss.
“I created this program to
become the role model to
these children that I wanted to
have when I was their age,”
Coley said. “My desire was to
give them a joyful experience

Johnareus Young program, director of North
Greenwood Rec Center, (left) and Linda Coley, founder
of Operation Young Boss Academy standing with a
graduate of the program.
while lending a hand with
training and entrepreneurial
skills.”
Partnering with North
Greenwood Recreation Center, the program began two
years ago with just five students, but the number quickly
grew.
“By day two, we had at

least 20 students,” said the
mother of three. “We gave out
40 certificates of participation
in our first year of the program
at the recreational center.”
While Coley’s background
includes the beauty industry,
the program also brings in
guest speakers from a variety
See BOSS, page 4

Evans has the qualities
needed to manage the
chaotic world of campaigns:
the ability to mobilize,
reverse course and take
corrective action quickly.
BY JERI YONDER
Contributor

PHILADELPHIA — When
Vince Evans entered the world of
politics, he was a teenager starting
a week-long stint as a page in the
Florida Senate.
His fascination with this new
world took hold and the young
man from Green Cove Springs,
Fla., began a journey that would secure him a top presidential campaign post. The 31-year-old was
hired in July as the Southern Political Director to former Vice President Joe Biden’s presidential
campaign.
“I was a Senate Page in high
school,” Evans said. “I attended
Florida A&M University, and while
there, I interned for then-Senate
Democratic Leader Al Lawson.”
At FAMU, Evans was the go-to
guy for winning campaigns. Candidates for student body president
and student senate sought him out.
His strategies brought victory to
many talented Rattler leaders.
“When I graduated from
FAMU, I ended up going back to
work for the Florida Senate Democratic Office.”
Evans was able to put his passion for public service to work. Engaging and articulate, he brought
energy and enthusiasm to whatever he was assigned.
His experience includes working for a Tallahassee City Commissioner Curtis Richardson before
following U.S. Rep. Lawson to the
nation’s capital. Evans worked for
Hilary Clinton’s 2016 Presidential
Campaign doing African-American
outreach in North Florida. He also
served as a political director for
2018 gubernatorial candidate Andrew Gillum.
The Biden campaign’s focus on
outreach to minorities and women
is critically important in Evans region of responsibilities. The region
includes 13 states, among them
Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Texas
and the Carolinas.
Florida, his stomping ground,
is the prized battleground that delivSee CAMPAIGN, page 2

We Value Diversity | We Value Education | We Value History
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com • 727-896-2922

COMMUNITY NEWS
2

Florida Dems blast Florida Attorney
General on assault weapons

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG
NOTICE OF INTENT TO SELL
CITY-OWNED REAL ESTATE
Notice is hereby given pursuant to F.S. 163.380 that the CITY OF
ST. PETERSBURG intends to sell the below listed lots, which are
located within the South Community Redevelopment Area, as part
of the Affordable Housing Lot Disposition program:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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2024 7th Avenue South
2030 13th Avenue South
1101 12th Street South
1810 19th Avenue South
2415 19th Street South
2009 14th Avenue South
1325 Preston Street South
4119 12th Avenue South
1926 Auburn Street South
1120 12Th Avenue South
1861 12th Street South
1405 14th Street South
1845 18th Avenue South
1647 18th Avenue South

For inquiries into the properties, to obtain pertinent information on
the properties, or to make a proposal, please contact the City within
30 days via:
Luis A. Garcia
Housing Development Specialist
City of St. Petersburg
(727)892-5175
Email: LAGarcia@StPete.org

BY JERI YONDER
Contributor

TALLAHASSEE – Attorney General Ashley
Moody is not telling the
truth about a 2020 proposed
constitutional
amendment that prevents
the possession of assault
weapons, according to
Florida Democrats and
gun safety advocates.
Moody, in her effort to
keep the initiative off the
ballot, says, the ballot language is “clearly and conclusively defective.” Florida
Democratic Party Representative Cindy Polo (D103), the Florida Coalition
to Prevent Gun Violence
and March for Our lives
told capital reporters that
Moody was not telling the
truth about the proposal.
Terrie Rizzo, Florida
Democratic Party Chair
said it’s clear that Moody
wants to deprive Floridians
of the right to protect their
families first by attempting
to keep the constitutional
amendment off the ballot
and calling it “deceitful and
misleading.” All of this happened just days after the El
Paso, Texas, and Dayton,
Ohio, mass shootings.
“Moody has repeatedly
made her allegiance clear,
and it’s not to public safety,
it’s not to the values of
democracy and it’s not to
the people of Florida,” Rizzo
said. “Moody has proven
she isn’t fighting for Florida.
She’s fighting to keep her
‘A’ rating with the NRA.”

FDP Chair Terrie Rizzo says
Attorney General Moody is not protecting
Floridians. She’s protecting the NRA.
Representative Cindy
Polo said it is time to end
bad behaviors by elected
officials.
“Ultimately, what Attorney General Moody is
doing is deceitful and misleading,” Rep. Polo said.
“The same words she has
used to describe this voter
initiative is exactly what
elected officials in Tallahassee, specifically the Republican Party have continued
to do to the voters.”
As of Thursday, Sept.
19, the proposed constitutional amendment had
106,333 valid petition signatures, according to the
Florida Division of Elections website.
“This is another reminder to all of our community members if you are
just as upset as many of us
are with either the inaction
or the impeding of your will
take action, keep memory,
keep notes of this so we
can start putting an end to
these kinds of elected officials that are in office,” Rep.
Polo said. “It’s time that we

not have a short memory
and hold them accountable
for what they are doing.”
Supporters of the
measure said having a state
ban on semi-automatic
guns would end mass
shootings seen in previous
years such as the Pulse
Nightclub and Parkland
School tragedies.
“This measure is so important, and we’ve been impeded every step of the
way,” said Karen Mazzola,
Florida Coalition to Prevent
Gun Violence. “It is impossible to overstate the anguish and the grief
suffered by hundreds of
families and friends and the
pain and injuries, both
physical and mental stemming from all of these
tragic events. The Coalition
to Prevent Gun Violence
strongly urges support of
the ban.”
The ballot initiative
clearly calls for commonsense gun safety, and supporters say Floridians
should have the ability to
cast their ballot up or down.

Young, black and political
CAMPAIGN, from front page
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ers the White House. And
the chaotic nature of campaigns makes him a perfect fit because of his
ability to mobilize, reverse course and take corrective action quickly.
“Vice President Joe
Biden is the candidate I
believe should be the next
President of the United
States,” Evans said. “Vice
President Biden and I
share the same values
and we believe strongly
the nation needs a new
course.”
Evans said having
“real talk” with the voters
helps explain the mission
of Biden’s campaign.
“I have honest conversations with folks,” Evans
remarked. “Sometimes
they are tough discussions; folks are sometimes torn between two or
more candidates. More
often than not, folks want
you to level with them and
present the facts and eliminate the fluff.”

Kamau Marshall, director of strategic communications for the Biden
campaign said Evans
would assist with key
Southern states.
“As the Southern Political Director, Vince
adds a lot to the campaign,” Marshall contends. “We both have
been in politics for a
while, along with strong
Capitol Hill experience
and relationships. We are
glad to have Vince a part
of Team Biden, especially
since he is a native of
Florida.”
“I always tell folks that
the vice president sets
himself apart from the
other Democratic nominees based on his track
record of addressing concerns with healthcare, the
environment, violence
against women, LGBTQ
issues, his long history on
civil rights —that’s why
he entered public service
as a public defender,”
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Evans said.
“This is what the vice
president says all the
time, and I echo him, ‘we
can’t take four years of
Donald Trump but eight
years of him might fundamentally alter who we are
as a nation, the risks are
too high right now.’”
Maintaining one’s sanity is essential in any political campaign, especially
a presidential campaign.
Evans said prayer is one
of his strategies.
“I stay prayed up,”
Evans said. “Once I
moved to headquarters in
Philadelphia, I had to find
a church to attend because my faith guides me
in everything I do. I also
have to make time for selfcare and take a whole lot
of Emergen-C.”
“Campaigns can be
grueling work,” Evans
said. “But we know
there’s an end date. All of
our work pays off with a
Biden victory.”

P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 896-2922
Fax: (727) 823-2568
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DEADLINES

THE BLACK PRESS

All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be received no later
than 4 p.m. Monday.

believes that America can
best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.
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OPEN HOUSE
Showcasing Innovation in Early Childhood
at Shorecrest
Join us for a morning of hands-on STEAM learning
activities for toddlers through 4th graders.
I
I
I

Explore our classrooms
Engage with our experiential curriculum
Ignite your child’s love of learning!

Admissions information and campus tours available at the
event. Student-led tours every half hour.
For more info and to register visit

www.shorecrest.org/OpenHouse

isn’t just for the big kids!

S cience
T echnology
E ngineering
A rt
M ath

when
where

Saturday, October 19 | 9:30-11:30am
Shorecrest Preparatory School, 5101 1st St. NE, St. Petersburg, FL

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES

CREAL FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATIONS, INC

Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

727-896-2602
“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM
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Pinellas County Urban League takes a holistic approach to serving people
ST. PETERSBURG –
The Pinellas County Urban
League (PCUL), one
among a handful of premier social service agencies in Florida, has been
providing effective, highquality services and programs holistically to
individuals, families and
other community components since 1977.
Who are they?
The local League, headquartered at 333 31st St. N,
St. Petersburg, is a branch
of the highly regarded National Urban League, and
its role in Pinellas and surrounding counties is to help
bring stability and prosperity to all residents by addressing the whole person
and the whole community.
PCUL is comprised of a
professional staff of welleducated, highly trained
women and men led by
Rev. Watson L. Haynes II,

president and CEO, and
guided by a board of directors whose chairperson is
Linda Marcelli, vice president of Lucky’s Real Tomatoes.
Social service, economic, education, health
and other needs assessments, researched, evaluated and made known by
competent agencies including the Juvenile Welfare
Board of Pinellas County,
various chambers of commerce, Pinellas County
School Board and Pinellas
County government, provide a knowledge-base for
PCUL to provide its services and programs to build
clients so they can reach
their goals.
Based on those assessments, PCUL comes to
know and understand that
many residents lack the
knowledge, skills and often
the necessary access to

move themselves to stability and prosperity.
Through the League’s
programs and services,
and those provided by affiliates, persons can be elevated through more and
better education, greater
economic development,
better housing and improved health, part of how
the PCUL empowers communities and changes lives.
What do they do?
PCUL provides programs and administers affiliate
not-for-profit
organizations to address
the needs of individuals,
families and the larger
community using a holistic
approach that sees, assesses and guides the
whole person. The “wraparound” method embraces
the individual and their
family’s needs as well.
Some examples of programs and services pro-

vided by the PCUL include:
• Home Weatherization
and the Low Income Home
Energy Assistance Program, often called LIHEAP
• Mental health and
wellness counseling in
partnership with The Well
for Life LLC
• Youth and family
services programs addressing crime prevention and intervention for
youths 8-18
• GED tutoring help
• College Bound guidance
Why PCUL matters
Most people, if you ask
them, will acknowledge
that they would like to live
a safe, robust, economically
secure life. PCUL, through
its programs and affiliates,
works hard to provide such
a life for many in Pinellas
County, and in the six other
counties where it operates.
One longtime observer

of the PCUL’s operations
recently challenged by an
associate on why it matters
offered the following:
“By its holistic approach of elevating both
the individual and the family, the League helps to increase the knowledge and
skills that could lead to economic advancement while,
at the same time, helping to
lower the potential for people forced by conditions to
resort to crime and the
need for incarceration,”
said the longtime observer.
Indeed, the observer
added that, in their view,
crime among low-income
people and communities
often is borne of oppressive
conditions undergirded by
race and class discrimination in employment, housing and education.
PCUL understands that
a whole individual and a
whole family can create a

whole dynamic community, a collective if you will,
driven by successful and diverse voices and actions
that, when these fundamentals – gainful employment, affordable housing
and equitable education –
are implemented, can lead
the community to a sustainable democracy.
Produced by Roshida
Newslink for the Pinellas
County Urban League

community and bringing the
kind of support and understanding she would have liked to experience as a young person.
“I wanted someone to tell me
that I mattered and that I could
become anyone I set my mind to
be,” Coley said. “I wanted to be
their confidant and bring them a
joyful experience while learning
hands-on training.”
For more information on
Dyvine Appointments LLC and
the programs offered, call 813530-6773.
To reach Karin Davis-Thompson, email kdavis-thompson@theweeklychallenger.com

This young lady will
begin working at
Coley’s shop when her
official paperwork
comes from the state.

Rev. Watson L. Haynes

‘I created this program to become the role model to these children…’
BOSS, from front page

of business backgrounds. A recent guest speaker, Transcending Horizons CEO Dr. Tylisha
Johnson, has gifted one student
with a mentorship package that
will see a mentor follow her
throughout her high school career. The company provides business, sales and marketing
strategies to companies and nonprofit organizations.
Coley, a licensed, full-service
cosmetologist, said working with
all of the students has been rewarding, and she is excited about
the potential of one student in
particular.
While the 16-year-old is cur-

rently in foster care, she is motivated to be defined by more than
just her circumstances. She has
already completed coursework
for her braiding license and will
officially begin working at
Coley’s shop when her official paperwork comes from the state.
Stories such as these are what
Coley lives for. Along with the
academy, her company, Dyvine
Appointments LLC, provides a
host of services including a training institute and has licensed
more than 500 stylists since becoming a state-certified braiding
license provider for Florida.
“We have licensed well know

local stylists such as Stichedbybrit, Bell’s Beauty Box, LacebyLex and Brittany Farewell,”
Coley stated.
The business also provides a
hair loss clinic and produces
Beauty on the Bay magazine, a
publication that celebrates life, hair
and style in the Tampa Bay area.
“We have also birthed our
own hair care line called The
Heiress Collection,” Coley revealed.
With so many irons in the
fire, this grandmother and published author said she is constantly on the move, but she
loves making a difference in the
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
From the Pastor’s
Desk
Personality - . . . that
they may be one just as
We are one . . . John 17:22
Personality is the
unique, limitless part of
our life that makes us distinct from everyone else.
It is too vast for us to comprehend. An island in the
sea may be just the top of
a large mountain, and our
personality is like that island. We don’t know the
greatest depths of our
being; therefore, we cannot measure ourselves.
We start to think we can,
but soon realize that there
is really only one Being
who fully understands us
and that is our Creator.
Personality is the characteristic mark of the
inner, spiritual man, just
as individuality is the characteristic of the outer natural man. Our Lod can
never be described in
terms of His total Person
– “I and my Father are

one” John 10:30. Personality merges with another
person. When love or the
Spirit of God comes upon
a persona, he is transformed. He will then no
longer insist on maintaining his individuality. Our
Lord never referred to a
person’s individuality or
his isolated position, but
spoke in terms of the total
person – “that they may
be one just as We are one.
. .” Once your rights to
yourself are surrendered
to God, your true personal
nature begins responding
to God immediately.
Jesus Christ brings freedom to your total persona,
and even your individuality is transformed. The
transformation is brought
about by love – personal
devotion to Jesus. Love is
the overflowing result of
one person in true fellowship with another. Please
join us on Sunday mornings at 10:45 for the
preached word.

Congress No. 2 will be
held September 25 – 27 at
First Baptist Church –
Sun City in Ruskin,
Florida. Nightly sessions
begin at 7:00 pm with refreshments served at 6:00
p.m. We will close out the
month on the fifth Sunday
with Operation Love as we
visit our sick and shut-in
members. St. Mark will
fellowship with St. John
Primitive Baptist Church
of Clearwater on October
2 at 7:00 pm as they celebrate their Pastor’s 22nd
Anniversary.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@ 7:00 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Manifestation
“Behold, I send you
forth as sheep in the
midst of wolves: be as
wise as serpents, and as
harmless
as
doves
(Matthew 10:16).”
Denial – I have no
need to hurry and I have
no need to worry.
Affirmation – There is
a divine timing in the universe and in my life.
The natural world
helps you to understand
the supernatural world.
Whatever you are seeing
on the earth has a heavenly meaning. You can
find spiritual significance
in every physical activity,
event, or occurrence
when you are open to look
for it and see it.

As soon as Jesus came
up from the baptismal waters, the heaven opened,
and a dove descended
upon him (Matthew 3:116). Biblically, the dove is
a symbol of the Holy Spirit
and peace. The dove was
a physical manifestation of
the spiritual experience
that had just taken place
in the life of Jesus, the
Wayshower.
Wayshowers are metaphysicians, people who go
beyond the surface of any
life experience or scripture to find a deeper
meaning and life application. There is more to life
than what you see with
your eyes, hear with your
ears, feel with your hands,

smell with your nose or
taste with your tongue.
There is always a higher
meaning that transcends
any health challenge, financial situation, or relationship issue.
Reflection Question –
Think about a current experience (positive or negative) and ask yourself,
what is the deeper meaning of this experience?
Reading Activity –
Using a physical or electronic copy* of Louise
Hay’s book, You Can Heal
Your Life, look up the spiritual meaning of a health
challenge that you, a family member or friend has
experienced.

HELP WANTED
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
has an immediate position open for a
parking lot attendant. Experience is desired,
but not required. Applicants must be willing to
submit to a complete and thorough background check.
Please contact our administrative office
Monday-Friday, 9:00-3:00 for more details.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

YOUR

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

CHURCH AD
COULD
BE HERE

Call: 727-896-2922

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Holy Spirit
Sustained and blessed, my heart is truly free;
The Holy Spirit is directing and always guiding me.
To seek GOD’s wisdom until eternity;
My trust in JESUS gives me peace internally.
It is my prayer to always have a humble and forgiving heart;
This opens the door for the Holy Spirit to bless me with a fresh new start.
Knowing GOD is at my helm, the Holy Spirit leads me to love without condition;
It is amazing how studying GOD’s Word brings solace and peace in HIS Holy immersion.
Thank you Holy Spirit for your presence and protection;
Speaking to all our hearts with divine guidance and direction.
Trust the Holy Spirit and keep holding onto your steadfast faith;
It will be your path to JESUS and will forever bless you with GOD’s amazing grace.”
AMEN
“Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.”
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Pinellas Technical College Open
House events next month!

Special invited celebrity
and VIP guests
Musical Performances
Inspiring stories of change

For nearly three decades, we have enthusiastically served
over 13,000 men, women and children in Pinellas County.
All Night of Abundance proceeds will create a pathway to health,
housing stability and wholeness for families served by Next STEPP.

The annual event you’ve been waiting for…

PINELLAS COUNTY –
Are you looking for a career but don’t have four
years to spend in a classroom? Are you a high
school student looking
for an alternative to a
four-year college? Let
Pinellas Technical College jump start your life
in one year!
Come out to their
Open House event Tuesday, Oct. 8 on the Clearwater
campus
and
Thursday, Oct. 10 in St.
Petersburg and learn
how to get a career in a
year!
You’ll have a chance
to tour the campus, meet
instructors, and attend
enrollment and financial
aid workshops.
Pinellas
Technical
College offers:
• More than 40 Career Training Programs
• Career Counseling
and Job Placement Services

• High School Dual
Enrollment (11th –12th
grade)
• Affordable Tuition
and Financial Aid for
Qualified Students
• Small Class Sizes
and Hands-On Experience
• Online, On-campus,
Day and Evening Classes
Available
• Earn Industry Licenses, Certificates and
College Credit where applicable
• GED, ESOL &
Adult Education Classes
Available
Best of all, most pro-

grams are completed in
one year or less!
Join them Oct. 8 in
Clearwater and Oct. 10 in
St. Pete — both events
starting at 5:30 in the
evening — to jump start
your new career! Light
refreshments provided!
Pinellas
Technical
College Clearwater campus is located at 6100
154th Ave. N and the St.
Pete campus is located at
901 34th St. S.
Learn more about
their Open House and
the
college
by
visiting www.myptc.edu!

Inaugural Bay Area Women’s
Empowerment Expo set for Oct. 19
Special Guest Emcees Fox 13’s
Mariah Harrison and former
St. Pete Mayor Rick Baker

Celebrating Community
Pioneer, Carole K. Alexander,
Next STEPP CEO

COMPLIMENTARY DINNER & DESSERTS
MUST RSVP BY FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11th

Proudly acknowledging our preeminent sponsors:

COME
E CELEBRA
AT
TE AS
S WE HONOR AN
ND APPRECIA
AT
TE
REV
V.. CLARENC
CE A. WILLIAMS FOR 20 YEARS OF P
PA
ASTORAL MINISTR
RY
Y

´6(59$17/($'(5µ

The Reverend Clarence A.

1 PPeetteer 4:1
4::1133 (NIV
(NNIIVV))

and

1999 - 2019

Mrs. Andrea P. Williams

Join us at Greater Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church for worship,
1045 16th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 333705
Wednesdayy, October 9, 2019 @ 7 PM
Satu
urday, November 16, 2019
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
6 PM
The Reverend Dr. John A. Evans & Congregation
20th Ye
Year Banquet Celebration
THE MAIN EVENT
Banquet Masters
13355 Ulmerton Road,
Sundayy,, October 13, 2019 @ 7:30 and 11 AM
Clearwaterr,, FL
The Reverend Jimmy J. Thompson,
(Contacct the Church for more details ² 727-894-1393)
Presiding Elder, The Lively Lakeland District

W W W . T H E W E E K LY C H A L L E N G E R . C O M

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Youth Development
Foundation of Pinellas
County, Inc. in partnership with the Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. is pleased to announce its inaugural Bay
Area Women’s Empowerment Expo from 9-2 p.m.
on Oct. 19 at the Pinellas
Technical College, 901
34th St. S, St. Petersburg.
The expo is expected
to convene more than 500
women and will feature
Dr. Kanika Tomalin,
deputy mayor and city administrator for the City of
St. Petersburg. The event
is free and open to
women of all ages.
Featured workshops
will highlight a variety of
topics including health
and wellness, financial literacy, leadership and professional development.
Additionally, there will be
a panel discussion called
“Women on the Move”
featuring women from
different industries and a
discussion with healthcare providers covering
topics such as cardiology,
nephrology and mental

illness.
During the expo, participants can also take
part in the Small Business Expo featuring
handcrafted and one-ofa-kind items from Bay
area and local vendors
and exhibitors.
For those interested in
attending, register online
at akaexpo.eventbrite.com.
About Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc.
The Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc. was chartered on
Dec.15, 1955, and quickly
became an active organization within the community. As a result of years of
dedication on behalf of its
members, the chapter experienced growth and an
increase in the services
and programs.
The Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter has donated over half a million
dollars to the community
through charitable donations, service projects,
and educational scholarships. Strong leadership
and an active membership historically have continued to foster the

success of the chapter
programs and activities.
About Youth Development Foundation of
Pinellas County, Inc.
The Youth Development Foundation of
Pinellas County, Inc.
(YDF) was founded in
1998 by the ladies of
Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc. to
enhance their legacy of
ser vice to the community and is a designated
501c (3) organization.
The mission of YDF is
to the enhance the quality
of life for targeted youth
and families in Pinellas
County, by securing
funds to provide program
activities and services,
which focus on education
and scholarships, health,
the arts, the family unit
and foster economic and
community development
within our community.
YDF serves as a catalyst
for positive learning and
youth development and
strives to meet the growing needs of thousands of
youth
and
families
throughout
Pinellas
County.
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Visionary
Brief

Using her platform

by Keisha Bell, Esq.
Have you ever wondered why some can use
their platforms to support
social causes, and others
are
seemingly
condemned? Colin Kaepernick
made
national
headlines by taking a position against police brutality, as did Megan
Rapinoe. In contrast, Beyoncé boldly declared
“Run The World (Girls)”
and was met with tremendous applause.
Meet Tracy Chapman,
a multi-platinum and fourtime Grammy-Award winning
singer
and
songwriter. Born on
March 30, 1964, in Cleve-

land, Ohio, her music reflects a richness of thought
about both social issues, as
well as love. Her song,
“Fast Car” is the highestranking song both written
and performed by a female
performer.
Chapman’s mother
recognized that her
daughter had a love for
music at a young age. Although she had little
money, she bought her a
ukulele at the tender age
of three. Inspired by the
show “Hee Haw,” Chapman was playing the guitar and writing songs by
the time she was eight.
In 1987, Chapman

graduated from Tufts University after earning a
Bachelor of Arts degree in
Anthropology and African
Studies.
While in college, she
began to play music in
public spaces for donations. By 1985, she made
her major-stage debut as
an opening act. A fellow
Tufts University student
was impressed by what he
heard and told his father.
Life has a funny way of
opening doors of opportunities. That student’s father
was Charles Koppelman,
co-founder of SBK Entertainment World, Inc. After
signing Chapman in 1986

Learn about meat-free options this Saturday
on the Deuces

as a client, he helped her
secure a contract with
Elektra Records in 1987.
Chapman has accumulated international success. She could play it
safe, but she has instead
used her platform as a
musician to be both politically and socially active.
She has performed at
many events to bring
awareness to and raise
money for many causes.
In general, she has an
interest in human rights,
as well as education —
particularly education in
Cleveland. For example,
Chapman has produced a
music video that is used

as an essential teaching
tool in Cleveland Public
Schools, which highlights
significant
achievements in AfricanAmerican history.
There are so many
problems needing to be
solved that it is easy to
feel overwhelmed. Many
want to help, but do not
know where to start. Others may know where to
start but may hesitate to
take the risk.
Chapman reminds us
that doors can open when
we take courageous
steps, such as showcasing
our talents in public
spaces. She also reminds

Tracy Chapman
us that when doors open,
platforms follow – as do
opportunities to help
bring relief to causes
greater than ourselves.
She is using her platform to impact positive
change. We are all challenged to do the same.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and public servant. www.emergingfree.com

Open letter to city council

FEST, from front page

meant giving up even the
cheese and cold-cuts she
loved in the past. “I loved a
great sub,” she chuckled.
As well as feeling
healthier, Emmanuel said
the diet change has led to
an overall lifestyle change.
“It’s forced me to cook
more,” she noted, which according to research contributes to people living
longer, being happier and
healthier and consuming
fewer processed foods and
less sugar.
Shundra Allison, coowner of Annie’s Beauty
Supply, LLC, also runs the
nonprofit The Burg Cares,
which has a mission to educate and support the St.
Pete community in the fight
against HIV and AIDS.
“The reason I [gave up
meat] was just to feel better,
get some more energy
going,” shared 49-year-old
Allison.
While she’s not yet
completely vegan, she
holds to a plant-based diet,
affirming that removing the
meat from her diet was “a
great decision” that alleviated her late-night indigestion and led to better sleep.
“I noticed after I
stopped eating meat, I felt
so much better,” Allison remarked. While she said
that giving up cheese was
also hard for her, she
“thanked God” for “transition” foods such as Beyond
Meat —a plant-based product the tastes like and has
the consistency of meat.
Fibromyalgia flare-ups
were the main reason for
Andrea Monique Peaten’s
choice to become totally
meat-free. Peaten, who had

already given up beef and
pork two decades ago, said
that giving up chicken was
the hardest for her before
going completely sea-food
free as well.
“A lot of different things
can affect or cause a flareup in my body and one of
them is food. And on top of
that, I eat emotionally —
which isn’t good either,”
Peaten explained.
For her, totally releasing meat products helped
her become more conscious of what she puts in
her body in general, helping to relieve some of her
flare-ups while combating
constipation and painful inflammation.
While all three want to
help inform the community
about the benefits of eating
less meat, they also realize
it’s a go-at-your-own-pace
project – and are careful not
to force their beliefs on
friends or family.
“My family calls me a
rabbit now, but they’re not
being mean,” laughed
Peaten. “But I don’t expect
them to go out of their way
to have the food that I eat,
so if we’re having a barbecue, I go and buy my
food...and if it’s something
that they don’t know how to
cook, I will cook it.”
Emmanuel noted that
research confirms humans
were never meant to consume the carcasses of large
animals such as cows and
oxen – as evidenced by our
lacking the true deadly,
fang-like canine teeth and
stomach acid of large meateaters like lions. Still, Emmanuel said she wouldn’t
tell anyone to “turn vegan

overnight.”
Instead, she challenges
people to decrease the
amount of meat they’re eating – starting with giving up
meat for one, then two of
their daily meals.
At the Natural Fest on
the Deuces, attendees will
be treated to a variety of
healthy food and lifestyle
vendors and events, including “Socarobics” at 10 a.m.
followed by a talk on “The
Food We Eat,” offered by
John Thomas of Peace Fitness at 11 a.m.
Yummy Wellness will
be on hand with fruit
smoothies, natural body
scrubs and supplements,
while Vegan Naturals by
Fai will unveil a new vegan
soap line for the first time at
the fest.
Vegan body products
will be available by Conscious Body Therapy, and
Queens Jewels by Andee
— Jewels for Your Soul will
be there with one-of-kind
jewelry made from healing
stones and gems.
Roving Chef Logistics/The Roving Chef will
also
be
offering
Ve g a n / G l u t e n - f r e e
desserts.
3 Black Vegan Girls’
Natural Fest on the Deuces
is sponsored by The
Deuces Live, Annie’s
Beauty
Supply,
LLC,
Queens Jewels by Andee,
The ‘Burg Cares and On
the Beat St. Pete.
For more information,
visit their Facebook event
page.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

Dear
Chairman
Gerdes and Councilmembers:
The National Christian League of Councils
respectfully appeal to the
St. Petersburg City Council to appropriate significant
funding
to
memorialize the most critical act that desegregated
and abolished the systemic institutional racism
perpetrated by the St. Petersburg Police Department
and
council
prohibiting African-American police officers from
patrolling its white communities.
The simple recognition and erection of a
statue of the “Courageous
12” African-American police officers, who in 1965
engaged in the same civil
rights acts as Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., Rosa
Parks, Rev. Dr. Fred Shuttlesworth in Birmingham,
Ala., would send the mes-

sage of how far St. Petersburg has come in 54
years.
Former Southeastern
Field Director of the Justice Department Community Relations Division,
Warden Emeritus of Dade
Correctional Institution,
former SPPD officer and
member of the Courageous 12 – the late Freddie Crawford — shared
with several administrations the blueprints of the
proposed statue, which
has yet to be embraced
and acted upon.
Here is one of the St.
Pete’s most positive historic civil rights moments,
which countered the most
negative segregationist
moments when the city
council passed the 1936
laws segregating and relegating blacks to only reside south of Central
Avenue by law.
This civil rights moment in our city’s history

has been opposed by
many who are still holding on to the vestiges of
the past, inside and outside the SPPD, who simply wish to erase or let die
from our memories this
momentous victory and
historic milestone of
racial progress.
The cost of this statue
is minuscule considering
the progress by which all
of us in St. Petersburg
have benefited as a result
of this one brave act of the
Courageous 12, which demolished the systemic
walls of institutional segregation in the SPPD and
our city.
We are appreciative of
the considerations you’ve
rendered our request and
appreciate your vote of
support.
Respectfully,
Sevell C. Brown, III,
National Director
National
Christian
League of Councils

Adam Baker

C.T. Holland

Freddie Crawford

Horace Nero

James King

Jerry Styles

Johnnie B. Lewis

Leon Jackson

Nathaniel Wooten

Primus Killen

Raymond DeLoach

Robert Keys

COMMUNITY NEWS
10

www.theweeklychallenger.com

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2019

The Weekly Challenger

URB
BAN AFF
AFFA
FA
AIRS DIVIS
DIV
DIVI
VIS
SION
ION
IO
GET
T INVOL
LV
VED WITH

MY
Y BROTHER’S AND SISTER’S
KEEPER PROGRAM

Monday,
y, Octoberr 14

St. Pete Works Career
C
Fair and Showcase
of Services
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y Brother's Ke
Keeperr Programs
• Enroll this Fa
Fall in the Cohort of Champions!
Cohort of Champions (COC) is a youth training program
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2.75% APR*

REFI & RIDE
SAY YES TO A LOWER PAYMENT
• New purchase or reﬁnance
your current auto loan

• Easy process with no
application fee

• We offer great rates for
motorcycles, boats and RVs

• Quick approvals, often
the same day

Call 727.431.7690 or visit reﬁandride.com
Reﬁnancing is subject to credit approval by Achieva Credit Union. Additional terms and conditions apply
such as vehicle age, mileage, value and debt ratio. Auto APR=Annual Percentage Rate and is based on loan
term, credit and collateral qualiﬁcations. For a 2019 model yearr,, A loan amount of $10,000, a term of 36
months, a 730 credit score, an APR of 2.75%, your monthly payment would be $290.04. Floor rate 2.75%. If
you choose to reﬁnance your loan with Achieva Credit Union, we may be able to reduce your APR. Howeverr,, if you choose a loan term that is longer than the term left on your current loan, you will pay interest over
a longer period of time and the overall cost of the loan may be higher. Rates are subject to change without
notice. Reﬁnance terms available for Non-Achieva loans only. Membership qualiﬁcations apply.
Insured by NCUA.

